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SUBJECT: SEIZURE OF YAMASAN MARU 85 

REF: TOKYO 10616 

1 . JAPANESE FISHING VESSEL YAMASAN MARU 85 WAS SEIZED BY 
US COAST GUARD CUTTER JARVIS AT 2031 GMT JULY 10 JUST 
NORTH OF AMLIA ISLAND. VESSEL WAS OBSERVED FISHING WITHIN 
THE U.S. CONTIGUOUS FISHING ZONE AT 1315 GMT IN POSITION 
52-20.2 NORTH LATITUDE 173-39.5 WEST LONGITUDE, 11.1 MILES 
FROM NEAREST POINT OF LAND. VESSEL WAS BOARDED AT 1400 GMT 
AND FISHING ACTIVITY CONFIRMED BY INSPECTION. 

2. FOLLOWING SEIZURE, VESSEL WAS TAKEN TO KODIAK, ALASKA, 
FOR PROSECUTION BY U.S. ATTORNEY, ARRIVING AT 0407 GMT 14 
JULY. 

3. CASE IS GENERALLY STRAIGHTFORWARD IN THAT VESSEL WAS 
OBSERVED IN VIOLATION BY THE COAST GUARD. IT IS 
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FISHING WITHIN THE CFZ ON SEVERAL OTHER OCCASIONS IN DAYS 
JUST PRIOR TO SEIZURE, AND BY SIGHTING ON JULY 9 BY JARVIS 
OF VESSEL AT 1 1 .8 MILES OFFSHORE. VESSEL WAS WARNED BY 
JARVIS ON JULY 9 TO STAY CLEAR OF CFZ. 

4. VESSEL IS 51.83 METER STERNTRAWLER OF 349 TONS. 

BUILT 1972. MASTER IS MITSU HASHI-MASAT AKA FISHING 
MANAGER TAZAWA SADAO. 

5. EXPECT JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS TO PARALLEL THOSE IN 

PAST CASES OF SIMILAR NATURE WITH OUT OF COURT SETTLEMENT 
POSSIBLE IF ATTORNEYS FOR TWO SIDES CAN COME TO AGREE- 
MENT ON PENALTY. WHILE PENALTY IS LIMITED BY VALUE OF 
VESSEL PLUS CATCH ON CIVIL SIDE, BASED ON PAST EXPERIENCE 
EMBASSY COULD EXPECT IT TO BE IN NEIGHBORHOOD OF MOST 
RECENT SIMILAR PENALTIES. (500 TO 750 THOUSAND DOLLARS). 
PROCEEDINGS CAN BE CONCLUDED WITHIN 3 DAYS AFTER AGREE- 
MENT IS REACHED ON PENALTY BETWEEN TWO SIDES. 

6. FYI. STRICTLY SPEAKING, FISHING VESSEL SEIZED UNDER 
U.S. LAW (16 USC 1081 ET.SEQ.) ARE NOT NORMALLY SUBJECT 
TO BAIL. ONLY PREVIOUS CASE WHERE VESSEL WAS RELEASED 
ON BAIL PRIOR TO FINAL SETTLEMENT OF CASE WAS TAIYO MARU 
28 IN PORTLAND, MAINE, SEPT 1974 BY COURT ORDER DUE 
COMPLEXITY OF CASE. END FYI. ROBINSON 
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